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Owens-Diggins Property '
Big Woods Community

Private

Although no house stood on this site, it was a part of
the black community of Big Woods since it was purchased by
the Owens family in 1909. Since then it has been owned by
his relatives, who also owned property adjacent to it.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The lot 1is wooded and there was never a house built on this site,

according to Mrs. Florence Hallman from the Big Woods community.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
There was no house built on this property, but its history goes far

back into the history of the Big Woods community.

In the 19th century, it was part of the Hempstone estate and was sold
to Benjamin White in 1845, as recorded in deed STS 1/42. 1In 1890 it was
sold to the white landowner, Andrew Clinton Brown, who lived in the
Barnesville vicinity. He did not 1live in this community, according to
Florence Hallman from Big Woods. In 1909, the Brown family sold this tract
of 2.76 acres to John C. Owens, as recorded in deed 210/401. Owens then
sold the land to Thomas Dawson in 1913, according to deed 238/374. And
finally in 1919,lLouisa E. Owens purchased the tract from Thomas Dawson,
.Mary A. Dawson and Ida C. Owens, the wife of John C. Owens. According to
Florence Hallman, Louisa Owens was the mother of Jess and Courtney Diggins.
~Jess Diggins was raised in the house adjacent to this tract according to
oral tradition. The title is still in the name of his mother.

As part of this survey, two of the photographs of the Diggins family
collection were copied. One was of Rev. D.L., Washington, minister of the
Mt. Zion Church, and the other was of Nettle Mary Owens, born in 1894 and
died at age 17, sister of Jessie and Milton Courtney Diggins.

This log house of the Diggins family was representative of the type

-~cupied by many Black families near the turn of the 19th century and into

the 20th. In fact for some people, such as Jessle Diggins who lived here,
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEEY IF NECESSARY

the log house was the only type they lived 1in during thelr entire lives.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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